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MORNINGTON 

In this Issue 

President’s Message  

How good is it to be a member of such a great 

organisation; I am so happy my neighbour 

suggested I join U3A Mornington.  U3A has filled a 

massive void in my life left when my soulmate of 54 

years died before her time. 

What constantly amazes me is that everything we 

have available at U3AM is the result of dedicated 

volunteers working hard to deliver what we all 

enjoy.  Nearly 120 tutors delivering over 170 

courses to over 950 members; and we have been 

doing this for 31 years.  

As well, we have more volunteers:  the office 

team, the database team, the Committee of 

Management, class coordination, treasury team, 

marketing team, secretarial, and much more, all 

working to facilitate members’ enjoyment.  

All that and not one paid staff member - just how 

surprising is that!  There is so much to make us 

proud to belong.   

What drives me is that I want you all to feel that 

you belong and are valued as much as I do.  So I 

ask you to please give us feedback on your 

concerns or problems, anything that you think we 

could or should have done better.   

But more than that, we want your ideas on how 

we can develop, your thoughts on what we could 

do or change to make U3A Mornington even 

better.  I hope you take the time to share your 

suggestions.   

Both myself and Sharon Boffa, our new VP and 

Marketing Coordinator, want your suggestions and 

ideas, please send them to 

russ.incoll@u3amornington.org.au or 

sharon.boffa@u3amornington.org.au 

Finally, thank you for 

belonging. 

 

 

 

 

Russ Incoll   

President   
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AGM:  21st April 2022 

U3A Mornington Four Seasons Newsletter // Winter 2022 

The 31st AGM of U3A Mornington was held on 21st April 2022.  Attendance at this AGM was face-to-face 

but restricted, in order to maintain reasonable social distancing as we slowly come out of COVID-19 

restrictions.  This AGM was still not quite “normal”, as we had no external guests, no invited keynote 

speaker, nor afternoon tea following.  Nevertheless, those who attended very much enjoyed the 

opportunity to do so after two years of sporadic lockdowns and they participated with enthusiasm in 

the discussions – adding to the understandings of the Motions, as well as giving positive feedback 

before, during and after the AGM.  There were 39 attendees on the day with a further 37 members 

expressing their views by Proxy voting.  The voting count on all Motions combined the attendees and 

proxy votes. 

The Minutes and reports of the AGM can be found on the website under About Us—Annual Report.   

Outgoing President Sue Kershaw acknowledged the very valuable contributions of the three current 

committee members who were not seeking to re-nominate for the 2022/2023 Committee of 

Management:  Diane Bell (Summer School Convenor and U3AM Facebook); Elaine Fisher and Jude 

Quinn (Office Volunteers).  In accordance with Rule 49 of our Rules of Association, Sue declared all 

positions on the Committee vacant, and passed the meeting Chair to Peter Norton, Returning Officer, to 

conduct the business of the election of new Committee members. 

The elected incoming Committee of Management for the period 22nd April 2022 to the next AGM in 

2023 is as follows: 

Executive Members 

As only one nomination was received for each of the five Executive positions, they were all duly elected 

unopposed as the Executive Committee for 2022/23.  

Russ Incoll President (new) & Database Coordinator (returning) 

Sharon Boffa Vice-President (new) 

Graham Cooper Secretary & IT/Equipment (returning) 

Anne Davey Treasurer (returning) 

Di Lewis Course Coordinator & Webmaster (returning) 

Ordinary Members  

The U3AM Rules of Association allow for up to nine members to be elected as Ordinary Members to the 

Committee.  Many of these will take on specific roles during the year.  As four nominations were received 

for these positions, they were all duly elected unopposed.  

Wayne Hewett UMAS System Administrator (returning) 

Dina Tanphanich Member Communications & Newsletter Editor (returning) 

Libby Wilson Intergenerational Coordinator (returning) 

Maurie Johns Major Events Coordinator (returning) 

(At the first Committee meeting in April, the new Committee co-opted Ken Yendell to the Committee and 

Ken takes on the new role of Social Events/Excursions Coordinator.) 

 

https://www.u3amornington.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/AGM-2022-REPORT-MINUTES-22Apr2022-rev1.pdf
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AGM (cont’d) 

President & Database Coordinator: Russ Incoll 

Ex-Officio Committee Support 

While Russ was a graduate of 

Electrical Engineering, for most 

of his working life he was a 

company Director and CEO of 

a manufacturing company.  

Later, he became a HR 

Consultant involved in 

executive coaching and strategic restructures.   

Retiring at age 60, Russ and his wife spent the next 

12 years holidaying for 3-4 months each year, 

leaving little of Australia un-explored. 

Following the death of his wife in 2016, Russ joined 

U3AM at a friend’s suggestion, a decision that has 

been a very rewarding one for him.   

Russ is a volunteer by nature and has been a 

member and Coordinator of the Database Team 

since 2017.  This team is tasked with keeping the 

Member and Course database accurate and 

current.   

Russ enjoys tutoring and has run many Zoom classes 

to help tutors and members use Zoom.  Among a 

variety of other courses, Russ tutors several Cryptic 

Crosswords courses each year, covering three 

different skill levels.  

He resisted joining the U3AM Committee since he 

still enjoys longer holidays every year.  But in 2021 

he felt he should step up and join the Committee, 

and this year took on the role of President.  As his 

son said, “What happened Dad, did all the others 

step back?” 

Russ Incoll, as the incoming President, then took 

the Chair for the remainder of the meeting.  He 

expressed heartfelt thanks to Sue 

Kershaw who had led our U3AM 

over the past two years - almost 

all of which was during the 

COVID lockdowns - a very trying 

time for everyone.  Sue has been 

a member since 2014 and 

previously served on the 

Committee as Course Coordinator and as Vice 

President.  Sue represented U3AM at the U3A 

Outer South East and Mornington Peninsula 

Region and at many U3A Network Victoria 

meetings, and always brought a sense of 

calmness to our committee meetings.   

The Committee is pleased that Sue has 

agreed to continue as the U3AM Health & 

Safety Officer, in an ex-officio role.  On 

behalf of the Committee, Russ presented 

Sue with a pair of long-stemmed potted 

white orchids, hoping that they will 

continue to flower in the years to come, 

reminding Sue of the gratitude felt by the 

Committee. 

The Committee of Management 2022/2023 is ably supported by very dedicated volunteers and the 

Committee would like to acknowledge and thank the following people: 

             Sara Morton - Office Coordinator                       Geoff Thacker - Assistant Treasurer 

             Bruce Pascoe - Maintenance Coordinator       Diane Bell - Summer School Convenor 

             Margaret Thompson - Facebook Facilitator      Sue Kershaw - OH&S Officer 

The profiles of all Committee Members are available on the website under About Us - Committee.  The 

following profiles are of Russ Incoll, the new President, Sharon Boffa, the new VP and Ken Yendell, who is 

new to the Committee. 

Profiles of Committee Members 

https://www.u3amornington.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/CoM-Profiles-for-website-5-June-2022.pdf
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New Committee Members (cont’d) 

Social Events/Excursions Coordinator: Ken Yendell 

Following 30 fun-filled 

years of a successful 

publishing production 

company, Ken decided 

it was time to retire.  Ken 

and his wife Sylvana 

quickly realised that 

they were definitely 

retirement material and 

extremely good at it.  

Five years of pleasant lifestyle on the Sunshine 

Coast was their precursor to jetting off to Spain 

with their two large dogs in their personalised 

crates.  They quickly settled in Dénia on the 

Mediterranean coast and travelled extensively 

through Spain, Portugal, France, Italy and 

Switzerland.  In between trips, Sylvana studied 

Spanish and Ken played Pádel tennis and learnt to 

play the Ukulele. 

They discovered U3A in Spain and were soon very 

involved, with Sylvana as Secretary and Ken as     

El Presidenté.  After 7 very full and interesting years, 

they decided to return home to their family and 

granddaughters.  A COVID dash ensued, with 

touch down hours before the airport and borders 

were closed. 

The Peninsula is new to them, having spent most 

their working life in the inner suburbs of Melbourne 

with weekends in central Victoria and Apollo Bay.  

They really love this area and look forward to some 

serious exploring. 

As soon as COVID allowed, they joined U3A 

Mornington, making new friends through food 

related courses and tutoring in Spanish and 

Ukulele. 

As a new Committee Member, Ken is working 

towards reinstating excursions and trips and to that 

end, as an 'incomer', he will require lots of help 

and advice from locals.  He is looking forward to 

meeting many of you on the outings that you will 

have requested. 

Sharon’s professional life 

saw her balancing 

business roles in economic 

risk management and in 

senior management with 

raising a family.  On 

retirement, she moved to 

the Mornington Peninsula 

and was able to pursue both her passion for 

recording oral histories and membership of U3A 

Mornington. 

This year, Sharon agreed to contribute to this 

wonderful U3A and to take on the role of Vice 

President and the newly created Marketing 

Coordinator’s role. 

Amongst other things, Sharon will be seeking your 

suggestions, thoughts and feedback on how we 

can continue to improve our U3A.  Many of our 

members have found joining U3A Mornington a life 

enhancing experience, a wonderful way of 

combining learning with making new friends in a 

stimulating environment.  It is a testament to all 

those in the past and present who have 

volunteered, attended, tutored, and worked to 

make this U3A as great as it is. 

Should you feel that you can contribute to any 

aspect of our U3A or if you have any questions, 

ideas or concerns, please contact Sharon at: 

sharon.boffa@u3amornington.org.au 

Sharon looks forward to working with you. 

Vice President & Marketing Coordinator: Sharon Boffa 

mailto:sharon.boffa@u3amornington.org.au
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We currently have 110 courses running.  Term 2 

saw the introduction of 19 new courses including 

our new speakers’ program Viewpoints, hosted by 

Paddy Spruce, which kicks off with Muriel Cooper, 

former ABC and 3AW radio presenter.  This 

program will complement the popular Speakers’ 

Forum hosted by Maurie Johns.  If you have a 

speaker to suggest, please contact 

classes@u3amornington.org.au. 

It is the passion and commitment of our tutors that 

enables you to enjoy such a vibrant smorgasbord 

of courses.  Approximately 12% percent of our 

membership are tutors, with 85 Member Tutors, 

who attend classes as well as tutoring, and 34 

Honorary or Guest tutors who offer their classes 

purely for the love of it.  

We extend a warm welcome to these new and 

returning tutors: 

Jane Bennett – iPad and Computer 

Spencer Meier – Public Speaking  

Sylvana Scannapiego – Beginners Spanish 

Ken Yendell – Ukulele for Beginners 

Dawne Wallace – iPad (returning tutor) 

Barry Welgus - Computer 

Our program includes many social events 

including the popular Pub Lunch organised each 

month by Sue Weber and a variety of lunch, 

dinner and musical experiences organised by 

Chris Brown. 

We are also hoping to revitalise our excursion 

program and new Committee Member Ken 

Yendell has taken up the gauntlet to try to get 

things moving.  If you have an idea for an 

excursion, either local or further afield, a social 

event or would like to assist, please contact 

ken.yendell@u3amornington.org.au. 

Please consider if there is something that you 

could offer.  You don’t need to be a teacher, or 

have experience, just a desire to share your 

passion or skill with others.  If it’s something that 

you love – chances are that there will be others 

who are interested in learning about it.  

You could offer the course with a friend or a small 

team.  You could facilitate a current affairs 

discussion, a short course on your favourite 

historical figure, research your family history, 

garden visits, movie club, line dancing or even 

qigong.  Offer it face-to-face or via Zoom.  Start 

with a one-day or short course and see how you 

like it.  Most tutors who offer a short course enjoy 

the experience and continue with a different or 

longer course.  For more information, please 

contact classes@u3amornington.org.au. 

Di Lewis, Course Coordinator 

U3A Mornington Four Seasons Newsletter // Winter 2022 

Course Coordinator’s Report 

HomeGround 

HomeGround is a youth 

training cafe providing  

on-the-job training and 

employment pathways 

for young people in our 

community.    

It is a social enterprise 

which gives opportunities to young people and is 

also now involved in food relief, etc.    

As U3AM re-engages onsite at Currawong, 

HomeGround is keen to reconnect and would 

welcome any opportunity to remind members that 

we are round the corner and would love to 

welcome them in again before or after their 

classes! 

HomeGround is located at 22 Robertson Drive, 

Mornington. 

Open:  Mondays-Fridays: 7am-2pm 

Saturdays: 8am-2pm   Sundays: Closed 

mailto:classes@u3amornington.org.au
mailto:ken.yendell@u3amornington.org.au
mailto:classes@u3amornington.org.au
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Do-It-Yourself & Home Repairs by Russ Incoll 

In February/March of this year, a new course was created by Russ Incoll - Do-It-Yourself & Home 

Repairs.  This six-session course is targeted at people with little or no experience in home maintenance 

or fixing problems around the home.  It is specifically designed for people who are looking to learn 

some general skills to keep their home in good repair, without having the need to call in tradespeople. 

The course has been so successful that Russ was persuaded to run the course again.  The repeat 

course commenced on 2 June and runs until 7 July and there are still 

a few places available.  The course will most probably run again next 

year, so watch out for it!  

Below are quotes from some of the class members of the inaugural 

course. 

U3A Mornington Four Seasons Newsletter // Winter 2022 

 

“I thought the structure was 

excellent with the 

information in PowerPoint 

supplemented by your 

demonstrations using actual 

tools and objects.” 

 

“I found it very empowering  

and I hope it is repeated as 

many people I told about it 

said they needed to attend 

a class like that.” 

 

“I would recommend this 

course to everybody; one of 

the best I've done. 

You are an excellent tutor, 

Russ, very knowledgeable, 

patient, enthusiastic and 

encouraging.” 

“... thank you for your 

classes.  

I replaced some door 

knobs last weekend so I 

am very pleased and my 

children are most 

impressed!” 

 

 

“Your explanations were easily 

understood and your patience 

with questions and 

encouragement to "have a 

go" was very much 

appreciated.” 

 

“What I liked best about the course 

was that no prior knowledge was 

assumed.  Everything was 

explained simply and clearly in a 

way that did not make me feel 

useless or ignorant.“ 
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Beleura Health & Wellness Expo 
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As the temperatures dropped ... U3AM's Arts & Crafts class, 

led by Margaret Thompson and Jeannie Bridger, got 

rugged up and got busy learning how to make raffia coil 

baskets.   

Pictured here are the happy (and warm) members working 

on their baskets, with smiles on their faces - a necessary 

ingredient! 

Coil Baskets 

On 30th March, Beleura Village held a Health & 

Wellness Expo for its residents, which had 

been postponed a few times over the 

past year, due to COVID.   

U3AM was invited to participate and we 

had a display stand on the day, manned 

by Committee Members and Office 

Volunteers Jude Quinn and Elaine Fisher.  

They had a great time and estimate they 

would have spoken to approximately 50 

people about U3AM, who we are and 

what we offer. 

There was interest from residents, attendees, past 

members, members from other 

U3As and people on other stands 

exhibiting their goods/services or 

activities, who were keen to know 

about us and our activities/

offerings. 

Jude and Elaine were pleased to 

represent U3AM and making 

residents aware of all that U3AM 

has to offer. 

Reporting Absences 

If you are unable to attend a class, for any 

reason, kindly let your tutor/leader know.  It is a 

simple act of courtesy and would be appreciated 

by them, so they know you have not dropped out 

of the class - especially if there is a waiting list for 

the class.  (In classes with a waiting list, unreported 

absences over a number of classes may result in 

someone on the waiting list taking your place.)  It 

is important that members report absences for 

their classes - and it is very easy to do! 

Login to the U3AM website: 

• On the left-hand panel, click on "My 

Absences".  

• Choose either "All Courses" or click on the 

downward arrow to select the particular 

course you wish to register your absence for.  

• Next, select the reason for your absence 

(using the downward arrow).  

• Then, select the start date and the end date 

of your absence.  

• Finally, click on "Submit".  

It’s that simple! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are unable to access the website to report 

your absence, then please call the office on 5975 

9773 or 0467 781 108 (if the office is closed) and 

they will be able to assist you.  
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Incorporated Association Registration Number: A0025583X  ABN: 76 901 161 659 

03 5975 9773 

office@u3amornington.org.au 

www.u3amornington.com.au 

Currawong Community Centre 

5-17 Currawong Street, Mornington      PO Box 614, Mornington, VIC 3931 

Office Hours 

10am-12 noon Mon-Fri 

Closed school  holidays 

 

U3A Mornington Inc.— a University of the Third Age 

It has always been customary 

for the U3AM Committee of 

Management to hold a soiree 

to welcome new members 

and new tutors to the wonders 

of U3A Mornington.  Sadly, 

during 2020 and 2021, we were 

unable to, as a consequence 

of COVID restrictions. 

In the words of the great 

Leonard Cohen, Hallelujah - a 

new time has dawned and get 

together we did this year. 

Over 200 new members and 

tutors have joined our ranks 

over that period; and so, an 

invitation was enthusiastically 

sent to them for an afternoon 

tea gathering on 12th May. 

The Committee was keen to 

meet everyone, to explain 

‘who is who’ in the zoo, to 

engage face-to-face and 

above all, to enlighten 

members on how to get the 

most out of U3AM. 

On the day, 55 plus new 

colleagues joined us in the Hall 

for the occasion and based 

upon feedback from those in 

attendance and the happy, 

engaged smiles, I think it’s fair 

to say the afternoon was a 

resounding success. 

It was terrific to see our new 

colleagues engaging with one 

another, sitting in small groups 

and enjoying the afternoon 

tea feast catered for by the 

amazing HomeGround cafe.   

The event was complemented 

by the great music provided 

for us by Vaughan Wilson on 

keyboard and Peter Rae on 

guitar; two stalwart music 

tutors who found a way to 

“jam” together, giving us both 

lively and memorable 

standards we all know and 

love…. not a “rap” song to be 

heard; our music, exclusively 

from the 60’s and 70’s.  It even 

triggered an array of old hippy 

moves from some in 

attendance.  

Veronika Rae gave us a novel 

insight into the joys of 

puppetry, as her characters 

(all made from re-cycled 

plastic bottles and an array of 

spray-painted containers) 

suddenly sprung to life, 

accompanied by the music 

provided by our two maestros. 

President Russ Incoll’s welcome 

was emotional, heartfelt and 

genuinely welcoming.  We are 

a mighty community indeed…

VIVA U3A Mornington. 

Maurie Johns 

Major Events Coordinator 

 

 

New Members/Tutors Welcome Get-Together 


