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Sharon’s professional life 

saw her balancing 

business roles in 

economic risk 

management and in 

senior management with 

raising a family.  On 

retirement, she moved to 

the Mornington Peninsula and was able to pursue 

both her passion for recording oral histories and 

membership of U3A Mornington. 

This year, Sharon agreed to contribute to this 

wonderful U3A and to take on the role of Vice 

President and the newly created Marketing 

Coordinator’s role. 

Amongst other things, Sharon will be seeking your 

suggestions, thoughts and feedback on how we 

can continue to improve our U3A.  Many of our 

members have found joining U3A Mornington a 

life enhancing experience, a wonderful way of 

combining learning with making new friends in a 

stimulating environment.  It is a testament to all 

those in the past and present who have 

volunteered, attended, tutored, and worked to 

make this U3A as great as it is. 

Should you feel that you can contribute to any 

aspect of our U3A or if you have any questions, 

ideas or concerns, please contact Sharon at: 

sharon.boffa@u3amornington.org.au 

She looks forward to working with you. 

Acting President & Marketing Coordinator: Sharon Boffa 

Secretary & IT/Equipment: Graham Cooper 

Graham spent the first 

half of his life in NZ, 

before coming over to 

Melbourne in 1987, and 

has lived in in Mt Eliza 

ever since.  

After a lifetime of work in 

the field of structural 

engineering, software development and 

company management, upon retirement at 67, 

he was asked by a friend, Beryl Beaney, “Have 

you considered joining a U3A?”.  After a bemused 

“What’s that?”, he then had a chat with the 

President of the day, and was immediately roped 

into the Committee of Management (CoM) as a 

Maintenance Coordinator - before he had even 

started any classes! 

A couple of years later, he took on the 

responsibility of IT/Equipment, and has continued 

in this role over the past 6 years.  The effects can 

be seen in every room at the Currawong 

Community Centre.  In 2018, he was asked if he 

would be prepared to nominate as U3AM 

Secretary, and despite having no prior experience 

in this role, thought “how hard can it be?”.  As the 

saying goes: Fools rush in where angels fear to 

tread.  In his typical manner, Graham took on the 

challenge of the many aspects of being the 

Secretary.  He has instituted many new effective 

simplifications to the formal CoM procedures 

since. 

After a working life mostly in technical areas, 

Graham wanted to expand his interests to the 

more liberal and universal aspects of life, and 

U3AM classes suited this to a T.  As with most of us, 

Graham enjoys the many companionships that 

have come out of being a U3AM member.  He is 

happy to offer his experiences to help keeping 

U3AM running smoothly, whilst also enjoying 

classes as a member and as a Tutor in Creative 

Writing and a number of other classes.  

mailto:sharon.boffa@u3amornington.org.au
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Anne was born and raised in 

Benalla in North East Victoria 

on a dairy and sheep farm, 

but moved with her family in 

1969 to South Frankston.   

Anne initially undertook 

Bookkeeping and Secretarial 

Studies and worked for a 

legal firm and a large accounting firm in 

Melbourne.  Later, she worked for accountants in 

her local community.  In 1980, Ann commenced 

studies as an external student at what was then 

Gippsland Institute of Advanced Education, but is 

now part of Monash University.   

Anne took on the trifecta - studying, working and 

raising 3 children and in 1985, she finished her 

studies and qualified as a CPA Accountant.   

After some years working for accounting firms, 

Anne took the plunge and established her own 

accountancy practice in Frankston in 1985.   

Over the years, her practice took on a number of 

fairly large clients.  After 30 years of running her 

own business, Anne decided it was time to retire, 

so the practice was sold in 2015.   

Anne and her husband, John, have three children 

who are all established in their own right.  They 

have four grandsons, including one set of twins. 

In 2018, Anne and John moved to Mornington.  

After taking some time to settle into their new 

home and new community, Anne decided it was 

time to get involved in the Mornington 

community.  With that in mind, Anne joined U3A 

Mornington in 2019.  That led to her taking up the 

position of Treasurer in March 2020. 

Anne is confident that her expertise and 

experience will stand her in good stead in her role 

as Treasurer of U3AM.   

Treasurer: Anne Davey 

In 2007, a couple of 

years after taking early 

retirement from her 

career in education, Di 

Lewis moved from East 

Kew to Mt. Martha and 

soon after, joined U3AM.  

Her first classes were Rod 

Tacon’s Book Discussion group (which is still going 

strong today) and a Beginners Creative Writing 

class with Helen Dick.  Soon, Di herself became a 

Tutor – teaching Microsoft Publisher and later, 

branching out to Tai Chi, the Free Readers Book 

Club, Film Discussion Group (now Film Buffs), 

Leisurely Lunches and What’s Streaming. 

Di also became involved at the Committee level, 

working with several Presidents over the years, 

watching with interest as each stamped their 

personality on the growth and direction of the 

organisation.  

Her first Committee role was as Newsletter Editor in 

2012 and in 2016 she co-authored, with Jenny 

Rolleston, a history of U3AM entitled “Shelbourne 

to Currawong: 25 Years of Learning” (which is on 

the website.)  Other positions Di held over the 

years include Assistant Course Coordinator and 

Database Coordinator.   

When Di joined U3AM in 2007, she remembers that 

about 700-800 members squeezed into the 

unrenovated Currawong Community Centre.  The 

Stables buildings very clearly showed their origins!  

Today, U3AM membership is almost 1000 (having 

fallen from over 1200 pre-COVID).  The Stables 

were renovated by the Mornington Peninsula 

Shire in 2012, and the installation of the Portable 

gave members access to another large space.  

Modern technology is available to enable Tutors 

to deliver a quality program. 

Di believes that the growth and success of the 

U3A movement in general and U3A Mornington in 

particular, is a practical demonstration of positive 

ageing and the importance of life-long learning 

as a way of personal growth and engagement 

with the community.  And, Di says, “Long may it 

continue to thrive”.  

Course Coordinator & Webmaster: Di Lewis 

https://www.u3amornington.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/U3AM-History-2016.pdf
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Wayne moved to 

Rosebud in 1978 after a 3-

year posting in Cohuna, 

Victoria and settled 

down teaching 

Geography at Rosebud 

High School.  By 1985, he 

had already been 

involved in acquiring 

some educational 

computing systems for the school, when he took 

up a level of responsibility to introduce a 

computer network.  From then until 2010, he 

taught Information Technology at all levels and 

developed the College’s curriculum information 

system.  He also supported the College’s office 

administration. 

In 1996, whilst accompanying his wife for her 

Teaching Fellowship in Bristol, UK, he became an 

instructor/help desk in the European Community’s 

“Web For Schools” project, an EEC initiative to 

introduce the internet in schools across Europe.   

After 12 months, he returned to teaching in 

Rosebud and, in 2001, he successfully applied for 

an admin/help desk position in a small Melbourne 

software developer’s business as part of the 

Teacher Release to Industry Program. 

After retiring from teaching, he continued 

developing his passion for wine/cider making by 

helping a local strawberry farm develop its fruit 

wine and cider products, something he had been 

doing as a hobby for a number of years.  He 

retired from that position five years ago. 

Wayne’s wife has been an enthusiastic member 

of U3A Mornington for a number of years, so when 

she mentioned that a System Administrator 

position was available, he became interested in 

volunteering.   

He hopes that his background in administering 

information systems will be useful to U3AM, and he 

looks forward to working with new teams of 

people.  He might even enrol in a few courses 

himself! 

UMAS System Administrator: Wayne Hewett 

Dina grew up in Malaysia 

and worked in Thailand for 

a few years, before 

migrating to Australia in 

1982 to pursue tertiary 

studies.  She started out 

studying Media Studies, 

but ended up with a 

degree in Marketing.  She worked in market 

research for over 20 years, with a focus on 

organisational research.  In the latter part of her 

working life, Dina worked in admin for a charity (2 

years) and then for a disability services provider (8 

years).   

At her last job, one of Dina’s favourite roles was as 

editor of the organisation’s quarterly newsletter.  

When she retired in 2018 and moved down to the 

Mornington Peninsula, she quickly joined U3A for 

the courses and to make new friends.  In 2020, 

Dina joined the U3AM Committee in the role of 

Member Communications and specifically as the 

Editor of Four Seasons, a role she thoroughly 

enjoys. 

Dina welcomes contributions from members and 

tutors.  So, if you have an article to contribute or a 

story to share, do contact Dina at 

publications@u3amornington.org.au.  She would 

love to hear from you. 

Member Communications & Newsletter Editor: Dina Tanphanich 

mailto:publications@u3amornington.org.au


Libby grew up on the 

family sheep property at 

Dirranbandi in Southern 

Queensland.  There were 

no other kids to play with, 

so helping her Dad 

became part of everyday 

life.  School was by 

correspondence and the one-on-one attention 

from her mother gave Libby an outstanding start 

to her education. 

Heading off to school in Sydney at age 9 was an 

absolute eye-opener as, having had dogs and 

horses as playmates, discovering the fun and 

friendship of other kids was wonderful. 

Libby was undecided about what to do after high 

school.  When a couple of friends said they were 

doing nursing training, it seemed like a good 

option and meant a way to earn money whilst 

travelling, which she did for two years, while 

based in London. 

Fast forward to retirement from her position as the 

Executive Director at Peninsula Health - high on 

Libby’s list was to learn to play Mah Jong, and 

thus began her involvement with U3AM. 

From walking through the doors of U3AM in 2008, it 

seemed only a few minutes before Libby became 

Course Coordinator, until 2014.  Between 2008 to 

2014, membership and number of classes and 

tutors doubled, and the Stable Block was 

revamped.   

At Libby’s instigation, U3AM members started 

volunteering at Mornington Park Primary School to 

support students with their reading and 

communication skills.  Other joint projects were 

the first ever MPPS school concert, production of 

a CD involving U3AM members and students, and 

the recent project with MPPS and Monash 

University Arts Department.  These and other 

projects, including some with Mornington 

Secondary College, resulted in Libby being 

U3AM’s inaugural Intergenerational Coordinator in 

2015.   

Intergenerational Coordinator: Libby Wilson 
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Maurie's working life was 

varied and in many 

ways serendipitous. He 

spent many years in 

sales and marketing in 

the pharmaceutical 

industry, ironically mostly 

with the then Swedish 

conglomerate Astra 

Pharmaceuticals (now Astra Zeneca).  It was a 

lucrative career, but a career that never really 

rocked his socks.  

Maurie always yearned for the theatrical life and 

an opportunity arose in 1982 to produce and 

direct ‘One Flew Over The Cuckoo's Nest’ at the 

Universal Theatre in Fitzroy.  The play ran for twelve 

weeks to standing ovations and garnered rave 

reviews from critics, including Helen Garner.  More 

successes followed, but failure was but a 

heartbeat away. 

Serendipity struck again when he conducted 

training courses for industry associations and 

Swinburne University.  His final working years were 

with Roy Morgan Research in Field Interviewer 

training and managing the research for the 

Melbourne International Film Festival.  

After moving from St. Kilda to Mount Eliza, Maurie 

joined U3AM in 2016.  He ran an Australian Movie 

Festival during the Summer School, which 

morphed into Film Potpourri, which is held 

monthly.   

While he was Course Coordinator in 2018-2019, 

Maurie launched the concept of Speakers 

Forums.  He took a year off in 2020 and is 

delighted to be back on board in 2022/2023.  

Maurie loves the variety of U3AM courses offered, 

the intellectual stimulation and the opportunity to 

connect with like-minded people and gradually 

develop new friendships. 

Major Events Coordinator: Maurie Johns 
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Committee Member: Ken Yendell 

Following 30 fun-filled 

years of a successful 

publishing production 

company, Ken decided it 

was time to retire.  Ken 

and his wife Sylvana 

quickly realised that they 

were definitely retirement 

material and extremely good at it.  Five years of 

pleasant lifestyle on the Sunshine Coast was their 

precursor to jetting off to Spain with their two large 

dogs in their personalised crates.  They quickly 

settled in Dénia on the Mediterranean coast and 

travelled extensively through Spain, Portugal, 

France, Italy and Switzerland.  In between trips, 

Sylvana studied Spanish and Ken played Pádel 

tennis and learnt to play the Ukulele. 

They discovered U3A in Spain and were soon very 

involved, with Sylvana as Secretary and Ken as    

El Presidenté.   After 7 very full and interesting 

years, they decided to return home to their family 

and granddaughters.  A COVID dash ensued, with 

touch down hours before the airport and borders 

were closed. 

The Peninsula is new to them, having spent most 

their working life in the inner suburbs of Melbourne 

with weekends in central Victoria and Apollo Bay.  

They really love this area and look forward to 

some serious exploring. 

As soon as COVID allowed, they joined U3A 

Mornington, making new friends through the food 

related courses and Ken started tutoring Ukulele. 

 


